
Success does not consist in never making mistakes 
but in never making the same one a second time.

George Bernard Shaw



Repeat offenders make mistakes  by NOT:

• Utilising key learnings from Yr. 11
• Mapping assessment schedules
• Linking content, concepts, themes cross curricular. 
• deconstructing questions
• Accessing NESA
• http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11

-12/hsc/rules-and-processes/rules-procedures-guide-
students/rules-and-procedures-guide-2018



• Internal assessments = 50% of the marks
• Exam – 50% NESA insists that ALL sections MUST 

be attempted

Subject/course completion

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/hsc-results/



• Submit set tasks (Due Diligence) 
• Lack of participation, engagement & effort
• Plagiarism 

Warning Letters - ’N’ awards

Success does not consist in never making mistakes but in never making 
the same one a second time – J.B Shaw



“Students found to have memorised an essay that is not 
their own and then reproduced during an exam are 
usually dealt with during the marking process, with 

students typically receiving NO MARKS for unoriginal 
work.”



Malpractice in HSC Assessment Tasks

“Following a review of corruption risks associated with HSC 
take-home assessment tasks, the Independent Commission 
Against Corruption (with input from the secondary education 
sector) recommended that NESA develop a system for centrally 
recording, assessing and analysing marks.”



A total of 173 NSW schools registered 
722 offences involving 613 students.

2016 HSC assessment 
malpractice data







HSC ALL MY OWN WORK PROGRAM

You have pledged to: 
HSC: All My Own Work

follow the principles and practices of good scholarship. This 
includes understanding, valuing and using ethical practices
when locating and using information as part of their HSC studies.

http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/hsc-all-my-own-work



• 50% of your final mark in each subject. 
• 50% of your ATAR.
• In the event of a successful illness /misadventure appeal 

(HSC exam) your overall final mark is determined by your 
school assessment

School Assessment: 



• Bands represent proficiency, extent of knowledge and 
understanding. 
• Performance is reported on standards – Mark out of 100 and a place 

in a Band
• Band 6 = 90 - 100 marks

• Band 5 = 80 - 89 marks

• Band 4 = 70 - 79 marks

• Band 3 = 60 - 69 marks

• Band 2 = 50 - 59 marks

• Band 1 = 0 - 49 marks

Bands & Standards
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/ebos/static/BDHSC_2017_12_15030.html



What is it and why is it used?



http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/rosa/grades/how-board-monitors-grades.html



• Assessment Rank Order does not change
• The top and bottom exam marks set the limit for the 

top and bottom assessment marks.
• The total marks scored in the exam by all students is 

then distributed according to their ranked order whilst 
maintaining the ‘gaps’ between students.



What’s an 
ATAR?





•NESA strongly DISCOURAGES you from 
predicting your ATAR based upon your marks, 
this can only be determined by your HSC marks.
•Do not use ONLINE ESTIMATORS



• Scaling of marks is the process of standardising raw marks
• HSC marks = average of exam and assessment mark and 

estimates what these marks would have been if all courses 
had been studied by all students 
• At the end of the process, different marks in different 

subjects are converted to a single UAC score

Scaling: demystifying the mystery!



• 100% YES because …..
• students should not be advantaged or disadvantaged for 

choosing one HSC over another. 
• we cannot compare a student who received a mark of 90 in 

Extension 2Mathematics and a student who received 9o in 
Mathematics standard
• scaling allows a comparison of marks between the more 

challenging subjects to the not so challenging.

Is Scaling necessary?



COMPARING

Is it possible to compare marks between courses?

No
However, English Advanced and Standard are reported on a 
common scale, so marks in English can be directly compared.



§ applications open early in August, close late September
§ late closing dates incur a fee.
§ After applying you can change preferences up to final 

closing date
§ Warning: Some programs e.g. Medicine have earlier 

closing dates for applications



Whatever you 
strive to be…..


