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To the Families and Friends of the St Paulôs Communityéé. 

Welcome back to term 3. 

This is possibly my favourite term. We begin the term in cold and darkness and finish in the warmth 

of Spring. For our Year 12 students, it is a bitter sweet term. It is their final term as formal students 

completing courses, assessments and major works.  The next 8 weeks will be stressful and at the 

same time, exciting. The knowledge that the work has been done and the tasks completed can be 

quite liberating. Of course, the reality that final study for the HSC still sits firmly in their minds but it 

is exciting to look forward to the final ceremonies and celebrations that will be hosted by St Paulôs 

on their behalf. For Year 11, they will complete their Year 11 HSC study and from there will look 

forward to leading St Paulôs into the new era. 

On the last day of the term, I sent a letter home to parents informing them that Bishop Bill has approved a change of 

name for our school. From 2018, we will be known as ñSt Paulôs Catholic College ï Booragul.ò This is exciting news and 

as I said to the school community at the St Paulôs Day Liturgy, it is the beginning of a new era. For our current Year 12 

students, they will have the honour of leading us into this new time when they pass on the baton to the Year 11 students 

at the end of the term. Over the next few months, we will be developing a new ñimageò for the school in terms of 

letterheads, report cover pages, website and a myriad of other changes. We will meet with our clothing suppliers to 

ensure that the new name will be ready for the new year (buying season in term 4 this year). As I said in the letter, it will 

be a gradual changeover to the new name and the old uniform will remain compliant for the foreseeable future.   

Our St Paulôs Day Celebrations were, once again, a wonderful occasion. This is the day that we celebrate who we are 

as a catholic community. The event began the night before with 60 senior 

students and teachers having a sleep-out to raise awareness for the homeless in 

our local area. The students slept rough in the hall, with no heating and no real 

mattresses. They raised over $3500 and this was supplemented with fundraising 

by the student body on the Friday with a further $1000. The money will go to the 

St Vincent De Paul Society to help with homeless relief in our local area. Thank 

you to the students and staff who made this all possible. 

On St Paulôs Day, we held a beautiful liturgy that tied in with the NAIDOC 

celebrations that happened in the first week of the holidays. The students then 

held a concert ñSt Paulôs Got Talentò that was hosted by Year 11. The final part of 

the day was the much anticipated carnival and picnic. Please see photoôs 

following. I would like to congratulate the students for the way that they conducted 

themselves on the day and how they worked with one another and the staff to 

make the day a great success. I would also like to publically acknowledge the staff 

who coordinated the various events - 

ß To Astro Stewart and her team for the NAIDOC connection 

ß To Michael Doyle and his team for the beautiful liturgy 

ß To Anne-Maree Shipman and her team for the terrific concert 

ß To Libby Lucas and the Student Coordinators for the overall organisation of 

the day 

ß To Fran Heard and Brigit De Winter for the wonderful sleep out 

Our community received some sad news over the break. Many of you would be 

aware that Mrs Pichler was on leave for term two. She took leave to be with her 
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husband, Peter as he was battling cancer. Up to the end of the term, it was a good news story. The battle was going very 

well ï in fact some suggested it was a miracle as the good news kept coming. Sadly, Peter succumbed to the illness and 

passed away on the first week of the break. The celebration of his life was a beautiful and sad event with the church at 

Merewether bursting at the seams with friends and relatives. It was clear that Peter had touched many lives. I ask that you 

keep Mrs Pichler and her boys in your prayers. 

Congratulations to Layne Morgan (Year 12) who has won gold at the Rugby 7ôs with the female Australian youth team in 

the Bahamas. http://www.rugby.com.au/news/2017/07/21/22/49/comm-youth-games-aussie-gold  

Congratulations to Joshua Ford (Year 10) who by capturing a gold medal at the 2016 World Field Archery Championships 

at Wagga Wagga this month. Joshua is a most accomplished bowman and only recently won a national title earlier in the 

year. http://www.lakesmail.com.au/story/4795478/teenage-archer-on-target/  

Also, congratulations to Harrison Kettles (Year 9) who has been selected in the NSW Combined Catholic Colleges 

(NSWCCC) under-16s Rugby team. This team has gone on to beat the much fancied GPS, CHS and CAS teams, a feat 

that has not been done by the CCC squad for some considerable time. 

Well done!  I am sure that we will see more of these competitors as champions in the future. 

The Athletics Carnival was held last Wednesday 19 July. This is a wonderful event where students of all athletic skills 

compete to ensure that they are part of the winning house. It was a successful day and congratulations to all involved. 

Have a great term! 

Go Gently 

Mr Graeme Selmes 

Principal 
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