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To the Families and Friends of the St Paul’s Community…….
As St Paul’s Catholic College progresses through Pentecost, it is worth considering the foundations of the Catholic Church and a
modern perspective of how we treat others in our society from an Jesuit perspective. Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ writes ‘Seasons of the
Spirit’ for the Australian Jesuits website.
Through late May to the end of June, Australia marks a number of important faith and justice events on the calendar. This year,
Jesuit Communications has put together a new resource, titled ‘Season of the Spirit’, to provide prayers and social justice thoughts
throughout this season. These events include:





Pentecost (20 May)
Reconciliation week (27 May – 3 June)
World Environment Day (3 June)
Care for the homeless (10 June)
Refugee Week (17 – 23 June)


‘Communities across the country will be marking Reconciliation Week, World Environment Day and Refugee Week. We want to help
Catholic communities become moved into action through prayer and conversation.’

What are we doing with the HOLY SPIRIT to bring RECONCILIATION to our COMMUNITY?
Most people know that at Pentecost the Holy Spirit came down on the twelve chosen disciples and they began to preach. It is the
beginning of the Church when the disciples spoke boldly about Jesus’ gathered followers whose prayer and life was focused on
gratitude for what God had done through Jesus’ death and rising. But there is more
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to the feast than that. Pentecost is in fact the season of the Spirit in which we live, a
season in which our lives are changed.
From the (Acting) Principal
1
In the story, Luke tells the coming of the Spirit introduces a season of reconciliation.
The breach between people was symbolised in the story of the Tower of Babel and
the division of people by language. That division is healed at Pentecost when people
who had travelled from many different parts to celebrate the feast, each hear the
disciples’ words in their own language. It follows that Jesus’ followers are to
overcome divisions by forming a Church united by the Spirit of Christ in discovering
God’s love.
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For us the feast of Pentecost is a time to celebrate the way in which we have been Year 10 News
gathered into a community by the Spirit. It is also a time to let go of our fear and

shame in speaking of Christ and living together. It is a time to commit
ourselves by prayer, conversation and small commitments to reconciling the
huge differences and hostilities in our world. It is a season long enough to
last a lifetime.
By Andrew Hamilton SJ

Mr James Furey
Acting Principal
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St Paul’s Catholic College’s Annual Photo Day is on Monday 4th June with a catch up day on Wednesday 6th June.
You are welcome to pay either online, cash, cheque or credit card form, all details are on your child’s envelope.
If you wish to pay online, the web site is www.fotopay.com.au click on the Pre Pay button, your school’s code is NE1806. If you
pay online you must fill out your envelope with your order and receipt number and return it to school on Photo Day.
You can still pay online after Photo Day but click on the Late Order button and use the same code.
Any queries please contact our office on the number above.

Curriculum Administration
Curriculum Matters
Congratulations to Years 7 and 9 Students who took part in this year’s NAPLAN testing. We had excellent attendance from
students on all three days and everyone participated with respect and commitment to the process. We await the results
eagerly and I would like to acknowledge the support of all staff in supervising and conducting these exams.
On another note, Weeks 6 - 8 of this term are very busy for our Year 7 – 10 students with several subjects holding extended
assessment tasks. Year 7 – 10 will sit their Mathematics exams, while Year 9 and 10 students will sit a Science exam. There are
also a number of practical assessments and other tasks taking place in class time including the Diocesan Year 8 Religious
Literacy exam.
Please check the Assessment Booklets on our website under Publications. You are welcome to contact your child’s teachers
if you have any questions around your child’s assessment tasks.
A reminder that ALL students are required to bring a note from home if absent on the day of a task.
Mrs Cathy O’Gorman
Leader of Learning-Curriculum Administration
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Library News
Why read?
Earlier this year Morris Gleitzman was named the Australian Children’s Laureate for 2018-19. One of the important parts of this
role is the promotion of the transformative power of reading. ‘I want to make available to as many young Australians as
possible a wide range of rich and nourishing reading experiences…’ He believes that good books have the power to inspire
empathy, resilience and positive thinking and the transformative power to help young people make sense of their world.
Gleitzman believes that reading allows young people to see that ‘stories can… look honestly at the worst we humans are
capable of, but also … show the best that we are capable, starting with love and friendship that … is at the centre of most of our
lives, through to responsibility, generosity and compassion.’

Our library has Morris Gleitzman’s amazing Felix series that despite having the Holocaust as the central setting, is about
imagination and friendship, strength and survival.

Come along to our library, borrow a book and experience for yourself the transformative power of reading. Don’t forget that we
also have an amazing digital library that you can access through this website or by downloading the Overdrive app onto your
device and searching for the ACEN member collection. Your login for Overdrive is your school login.
Mrs Kerri Beezley
Teacher Librarian

St Paul’s has a new website!

http://www.booragul.catholic.edu.au/
Enrolments for 2019 are now open
Forms are available from the office or please follow this link
Enrolment Package
Please complete forms and return to the Office as soon as
possible
A Reminder to current families, if there are
siblings to enrol, we need your enrolment
forms as soon as possible.
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Ministry News
Family Mass at Toronto
St Joseph’s Church at Toronto (140 Wangi Road, Toronto) will hold a Parish Family Mass on Saturday, 26th May at 5:30pm. All
students, families and friends are welcome to attend. The Mass will celebrate the ‘Year of Youth’ and it’s theme, Open New Horizons
for Spreading Joy. Two of the St Paul’s School Captains, Laura Boslem and Kiara Conaghan, will speak at the Mass about their
experience at the Australian Catholic Youth Festival.

Year 10 Camp
Thank you to the staff and students involved in the Year 10 Camp. We were lucky to enjoy great weather and a great community
building event. We listened to the Gospel of Matthew (6:19-34): ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth… but store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven… For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.’
The students were challenged to consider what they really treasure and what their goals for the future are.

Mr Michael Doyle
Ministry Coordinator

When Leaving School Early
Leaving school without Parent/Guardian:
If students are leaving school early they must bring a note from their parent/guardian to leave class early.
The note should be shown to the class teacher to be dismissed from the class.
The student must then go to Student Reception to hand in the note and swipe out.

Leaving school early with Parent/Guardian:
If students are leaving school early during class time with their Parent/Guardian, they must bring a note from the
parent/guardian (as Students may not be contactable e.g on PE Prac or in a class room without a phone)
The note should be shown to the class teacher to be dismissed from the class.
The student must then go to Student Reception, to meet their Parent/Guardian.
A note is not necessary if leaving with a Parent/Guardian at recess or lunch.
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Year 8 English News
Year 8 Poetry – ‘Where I’m from’

As part of the Year 8 poetry unit, 8/1 have been exploring the concept of ‘Where we are from’,
considering how this idea encompasses much more than just our geographical location. The class has
discussed that we are ‘from’ our families, cultural backgrounds, friendships, relationships and memories.
Below are some samples of poetry composed by Merin Charly and Sarah Dutch.
Mrs Nicole Burns
English Teacher

Where I am from – by Merin Charly

Where I am from (an extract) - by Sarah Dutch

I am from the shock of the first snowflakes,

I am from the family built, single story house

settling on my nose.

on Warners Bay Road.

From white winter nights,

I am from the old photographs,

swans and sparrows.

stored in a hand scrapped album,
a rose in my hand.

I’m from treasured childhood memories,
myths and fantasies,

I am from messy mango seeds

emerald green hills and clear blue skies.

and the empty wrappers of chocolate bars.

From meadows and mountains,

I am from mum’s heels and big sunnies

rainbows and leprechauns.

I am from dad’s weathered work boots.

I am from rich Indian heritage,

I am from luke-warm hot chocolate

spices and herbs.

in assigned sippy cups,

From elephant trumpets and tiger roars.

I am from pine cones on a steep drive way,
from netball hoops, uneven bars,

I’m from the smell of green tea welcoming me home,

swimming pools and tap shoes.

From the tender touch of the first sun rays.
From the morning kisses,

I am from bruises and blisters,

and summer night breezes.

sprains and sores.
I am from games of tic-tac-toe,

I am from traveling and experiences,

And snakes and ladders,

family and friends,
laughter and unity.

I am from homemade cheese cake and pav,

From sisterly love,

apricot chicken and stew.

And forgotten fights.

I am from kind and loving parents,
a sister I adore.

I’m from confidence and kindness,
love and compassion.

I am from close and distant

From empathy and endurance,

devastating loss.

change and adaption.
I am from the people
I call my home.
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Year 10 News
Last week, Year 10 attended their Challenge Camp at Broken Bay Sport and Recreation Centre. It is a
beautiful location and we were blessed with great weather. All of the instructors were very professional
and students were definitely challenged to go beyond their comfort zones. We also had some night time
activities, which included looking at the story of Barney and Kate Miller. It was a moving documentary
that complemented the theme of overcoming challenges, perfectly.
Special thanks go to Mr Michael Doyle, for organising the camp; an enormous task. A huge thank you also goes to the
wonderful staff that attended – Mr James Furey, Mrs Cayte Pryor, Mrs Nicole Yates, Mrs Elisa Milajew, Mr Julian Pettinari,
Mrs Anna Hennessy, Mrs Sophie Stanley, Mrs Nicole Burns, Mr Steve Thomas, Mr Luke Carroll and Ms Sarah Lancaster.
Without the support of our staff, we would not be able to have events like these.
Below are some photos from the event.
Mrs Tracey Evans
Student Coordinator
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Year 12 News
Thank you to all the parents and carers that were able to attend the Year 12 Semester Awards on May
10. It was wonderful that you could share the well-deserved accolades being given to this cohort.
Congratulations to the students who achieved recognition for their efforts and diligence.
I took the opportunity to remind the students how far they have come in their lives, their maturity and
their education all with the support of friends, parents and teachers who have assisted, advised and guided every step of the
way. The students only have 17 school weeks left of their education, and I asked them to think about how they were going to
end this stage of their journey. A little bit more effort now can result in a large reward at the end.
When 13 years of schooling is compared to a ruler, one centimetre being a school year, the students only have less than 0.5cm
left!

Some upcoming event and Task reminders:














21 May: Visual Arts Task 3 due
22 May: Geography Excursion
23 May: Senior Science Task 2
30 May: English Standard Task
1 June: IPT Task 2
4 June: School Photos
4 June: Food Tech Task 3
4 June: French Task 3
5 June: Maths Studies Task 3
5 June: Music Task 3
6 June: EEC Task 2
6 June: SLR Task 2
7 June: English Studies Task 3
It was lovely catching up with parents at the recent Parent Teacher Interviews. It is a time when your
child gets to hear that what you have been saying all along to encourage them through their education,
is the same message their teachers are giving them. We are all playing different parts of the same song,
the end symphony being the child’s successful completion of their school education.

Mrs Cayte Pryor
Student Coordinator
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Sport News
Rugby League Report
Last week myself and Mr Reynolds travelled to Windale with the U/14’s and U/16’s students for the Knights KO Rugby League
competition. Our 14’s played well in a tough pool, narrowly losing their first two games before beating our arch nemesis, St Pius X
in a great game.
The 16’s won their first two games displaying a great level of skill. Unfortunately, we lost 8-4 in the last round game vs Toronto to
progress through to the final series. Well done to all of the boys. Once again they displayed a high level of sportsmanship and
excellent behaviour representing our school.
The BIG NEWS STORY of the day however, is the Open Rugby League Team
We travelled to Raymond Terrace to compete in the regional final series of the Open Rugby League NSW All Schools Country Cup.
Our team comprised of only 16 players, with just 5 players from Year 12. We had 7 students from Year 10 competing in an elite
opens tournament, which in itself is an amazing effort.
Our quarter final was against Irrawang High. The boys played amazing football, winning 24-0. This set up a big semi final match
against Singleton High school. The battlers from Booragul, were outnumbered, smaller and a genuine underdog for this encounter.
However, our boys were dedicated, disciplined and in an epic match. Kendyll Fahey scored the winning try in the last minute of the
game to win 16-12.
The Open Boys now progress to the final of the Country Cup to be played at the Knights Stadium. I am very
proud of all the students. I also have to mention that the Open Rugby League team are yet to lose a match
with Mrs Shipman as coach !!!!
Thank you to all senior class teachers for their patience when students miss time from class for sporting endeavours. It is all in
support of the St Paul’s Catholic College holistic approach to teaching and learning that we deliver.
Mr Joel Penny
Organiser

WATCH FOR MORE EXCITING SPORT NEWS IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER…………..
Term 2 Diocesan and CCC Dates
May
Thursday 24th May – Open Boys & Girls Diocesan Football Knockout(Speers Point)
Monday 28th May – CCC Team Tennis - Closing Date (Diocesan Team Nomination)
Tuesday 29th May – CCC Touch – Closing Date (Diocesan Team Nomination)
Thursday 31st May – CCC Cross Country – Closing Date (Diocesan Team Individual Registrations)
June
Monday 11th June – Queen’s Birthday
Friday 15th June – NSWCCC Cross Country Championships
Tuesday/Wednesday 19 & 20th June – NSWCCC Touch Championships (Penrith)
CCC Registrations
Individual student registrations for CCC trials can be completed via the CSSS website:
For more information go to: https://www.csss.nsw.edu.au/nswccc-football-sport-specific-information.aspx
Sporting Grants
The Australian Sports Commission are offering sporting grants for dedicated Sportspeople aged between 12 and 18 Years of age. To
find out more information go to: https://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/local_sporting_champions
Students who are competing at elite levels in their sport, where there are large expenses, are encouraged to apply for
these sporting grants.
Mrs Anne-Maree Shipman
Sports Coordinator
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Careers News

Career Thought of the Week:
“A person’s worth in this world is estimated according to the value he puts on himself”

Jean de la Bruyere

What is an Engineer?
With 25% of the world’s top CEOs having a degree in engineering it clearly delivers outstanding leadership
and problem-solving skills.
There are four traditional engineering pathways: Mechanical, Chemical, Civil and Electrical.
Four Pathways
As 21st Century problems emerge these four pathways are now diversifying and mixing with other specialities to create dynamic
new pathways. All engineering degrees require strong maths and science skills and the development adaptive problem-solving
expertise.
Mechanical Engineering is concerned with bridging the gap between mathematics, statistics, physics, chemistry and
computing on the one hand, and the design and development of useful mechanical devices and processes on the other.
Students undertaking mechanical engineering become involved with industrial design so that they can generate solutions to a
broad range of real problems across industries like transport, health, mining, defence and manufacturing. A Mechanical
Engineering degree will provide a sound, adaptable foundation for solving 21 st Century problems as they emerge.
Civil Engineers design and develop infrastructure like buildings, railways, roads and bridges. Students are encouraged to
explore creative solutions to engineering and social problems including sustainable design that has low environmental impact
while being purpose built to meet the demands of the future.
Civil Engineers need to develop strong communication skills to negotiate the best, innovative design solution that meets the
needs of diverse communities while addressing practical resolutions, economic restrictions and environmental impacts.
Chemical Engineers are essential to the operations of most manufacturing, processing, minerals and other industries. They
traditionally work in industrial laboratories to find the best sequence of physical, chemical and biological processing steps to
convert raw materials into higher value products safely, economically and on a large scale.
They are involved with pharmaceuticals, petroleum, water purification and food with an emerging emphasis on chemically
reengineering plastics to cope with environmental waste.
Electrical Engineering involves the study of energy. The sustainable generation and the use of energy has already emerged as
a 21st Century Problem. Electrical Engineers are solving problems in renewable energy generation, computer system design,
instrumentation and control engineering and increasingly diverse technology solutions.

Engineers Australia, Newcastle will be hosting Girl’s Talk on Tuesday 29 May
This presentation is just for the girls. It’s open to female students from Years 7-12 who are interested in a career in engineering,
maths or science or just want to hear what engineering is about.
Female engineers work on an endless array of projects - NASA space suits, cutting edge electronics, structures, aeroplanes,
machinery, space and literally anything you can think of.
Come to our ‘Girls Talk’ evening where you’ll hear from female engineers from various specialty areas including some you might
never have even heard of! They’ll share information on projects they’ve worked on, give a snapshot of what their day to day
engineering life entails, tell you where their career has taken them and what inspired them to choose engineering as a
profession.
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Top 5 tips for thinking about university
1.

Keep things in perspective; don’t limit yourself to one idea or what Uncle Fred thinks of Arts degrees. Visit open days,
websites and talk to everyone.

2.

Pick a degree based on your interests and passions rather than maximising the use of your ATAR. Follow your
aspirations, not the crowd.

3.

University is 50% study and 50% life experience. When choosing a university, consider the experiences on offer, not just
the courses.

4.

University is NOT just a job training area. Your future career may not reflect the degree you study, so stay open-minded.

5.

Treat university as a chance to push yourself - intellectually and socially. It will help with your career, but the value is
beyond just the money you will make.
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Careerlinks Employment Links-Reminder

I have had a lot of interest this year from students in Years 10, 11and 12 that are regularly checking their emails in relation to
junior positions vacant each week.
This has resulted in many students applying and some gaining casual employment. So, if you are interested please check your
school email account each Monday for the latest listings.
As always, please see me if you need help with applications or further information.

Stats of interest from UAC??






The Median ATAR for 2018 entry was 68.7
For Females it was 71.7
For Males it was 67.3
14% of the ATARs allocated were 90 or above
61% of ATARs were at least 60.00

Important Dates for Term 2, 2018





Weeks 1 - 6 Work Ready Program Year 10
19th June

Year 10 into Year 11 Curriculum Evening

Weeks 9-10 HSC Trials

Casual Positions/Employment Links:
These are ready to view on the MN Connect School Portal. These are also emailed to students in Years 10– to 12 through their
school email accounts.

Mr Craig McLoughlin
Leader of Pedagogy-Vocational Education/Careers
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Creative Arts and Languages News
DramaFest 2018
On Wednesday 9th May Year 9 and 10 Drama students travelled to St Mary’s Maitland to join with other Diocesan schools in
participating in Aspire’s DramaFest. The inaugural event, organised by Anna Kerrigan and funded by the Catholic Schools
Office, saw students participate in a variety of workshops including:






Devising Theatre with Tantrum Theatre,
Stage Combat, Monologue Writing with playwright Vanessa Bates,
Physical Theatre with Catapault Theatre, and

Viewpoints devising theatre.
All students faced challenges in the workshops and had the opportunity to learn more about both themselves as actors and
each other. The work undertaken has been beneficial to us back in our classroom and will provide invaluable experience for all
involved. I was very proud of all students on the day and thank them for representing St Paul’s so bravely and in a great spirit
of creativity. Well done!
Miss Sarah Adams
Leader of Pedagogy-Creative Arts & Languages
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From the Finance Office
Opening Hours for Payments to the Finance Office
Parents:
Students:

come to Student Reception or Reception from 8.30am to 2.30pm
mornings from 8.30am until tutor group bell all of recess and lunch times

School Fee Payments
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Excursion Payments

Qkr
BPay through your own home banking via the Internet
Eftpos Minimum payment $10
Cheque
Cash

1.
2.
3.
4.

Qkr
Eftpos Minimum payment $10
Cheque
Cash

QKR is a great way to pay fees and excursions

For more information about QKR visit our website
www.booragul.catholic.edu.au

Excursions Coming Up ………...
Please pay for all excursions by the due date written on the excursion notes which are sent home with your child. This
date is important as excursion costing is calculated on the number of students who should be attending that particular
event. Venues and buses have to be paid when the booking is first made. Your understanding of this would be very much
appreciated.
Year

Subject

Date

Venue

Cost

Money Due

12

English—Shoehorn Sonata

30 May

Giant Dwarf Theatre

$52

Overdue

9

Geography/History

30 May

Fort Scratchley, Newcastle

$20

23 May

11

Legal Studies

5 June

Newcastle Court House

12

Business Studies

15 June

Toronto Diggers

$35

8 June

12

Economics ICS

15 June

Sydney

$50

8 June

All

DIO Sounds

19 & 21 June

Civic Theatre, Newcastle

$10

14 June

8

Medieval Incursion

26 June

At School

$10

19 June

11

Year 11 Ski Trip 2018

20-23 September

Jindabyne

Various

7 September

NO COST

Like to pay fees by Bpay weekly, fortnightly or monthly?
Visit the new St Paul’s website for a user friendly Fee Calculator….
Please remember to include any future sport buses for 2018 or Year 11 Term 2&3 Elective Fees
http://www.booragul.catholic.edu.au/about-us/finance/fee-calculator/
If you require your full 2018 school year fees, please email finance@booragul.catholic.edu.au
Mrs Betty Harris—Finance Officer
finance@booragul.catholic.edu.au
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Canteen Roster
Monday 28 May —Friday 1 June
Mon

Susan Noonan, Mirella Grasso, Fiona Wood

Tues

Amanda Holt, Janelle Haggerston

Wed

Joanne Bower, Pamela Amos

Thurs

Michelle Hall, Kylie Smith, Sharon Roberts

Fri

Leanne Maher, Kim Dickson, Cathy Feenan

Please be aware that the events and dates listed on this school
calendar are subject to change. Please check regularly.

Term 2 2018
Thurs 24 May
Wk 4

Woodshow Challenge-Years 9 & 10
Fri 25 May

CCC Rugby League Selections

Wed 30 May

Year 12 Standard English Excursion
Year 9 History Field Excursion

Wk 5

Monday 4 June — Friday 8 June
Mon

Lisa Kelly, Kristy Baker, Sharyn Kiely

Tues

Elizabeth McGovern, Christine Jones

Wed

Linda Gesell, Kim Harding

Thurs

Debbie Parker, Mel Dobosz, Claire Elliot

Fri

Jennifer Barrett, Carol Crabbe, Krisna Bradbery

Canteen Supervisor:

Senior Diocesan Football Knockout

CCC U16 Football Selections
Thurs 31 May

Year 10 HSIE Vietnam Immersion Day

Mon 4 June

CCC Tennis Championships
School Photos

Wk 6

Tues 5 June

NSW CCC Football Selections
Year 11 Legal Studies Excursion TBC
All Schools Knights Knockout U/13 &
U/15—Windale

Wk 7

Carolyn Phone - 4946 3115
Canteen Hours:

Mon 11 June

Public Holiday—Queen’s Birthday

Thurs 14 June

Year 11 Brainstorm Production Pd5

Fri 15 June

NSWCCC Cross Country Championships

Mon 18 June

Yr10 into Yr11 Curriculum Evening

18 June—6 July

Year 11 Hospitality Work Placement

Tues 19-21 June

DIO Sounds Rehearsals and Concert

9.00am to 2.30pm
If you are unable to come on your day, please try to arrange
a swap or contact Carolyn.

Wk 8

All Schools Girls Knights Knockout

Reception Hours for 2018
8.00am to 4.00pm Monday to Thursday
8.00am to 3.30pm Friday
Wk 9

Student Reception Hours for 2018
8.30am to 3.30pm Monday to Friday
Wk 10

Wed 20 June

NSWCCC Touch Championships

Thurs 21 June

All Schools Boys Knights Knockout

25 June-6 July

Year 12 Trial Exams

25—26 June

CCC Open Basketball Championships

Tues 26 June

Year 10 & 11 Immunisations

Tues 26 June

Year 8 HSIE Incursion 9-11.30am

Fri 29 June

CCC Rugby League U/15 Camp

Tues 3 July

All Schools Knights Knockout

Friday 6 July

St Paul’s Day—Last day of Term 2

Clothing Pool Opening Hours
8.30am to 9.30am Tuesdays Only
Clothing Pool will only be accepting
donated uniforms.
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Discover thousands of valuable 2-for-1 offers and Up to 50% OFF for many of the best restaurants, cafés, arts,
attractions, hotels, travel, shopping and much more – choose the style of Membership that suits you the best...
The traditional Entertainment™ Book Membership.
The Entertainment™ Digital Membership for your smartphone!

The Newcastle, Central Coast and the Hunter Entertainment ™ Memberships sell for just $65 and you’ll receive over
$20,000 in valuable offers you can use until 1 June, 2019.

Go to the link below to Order yours Now

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/340e72

Page 16

Return to top.

